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FORT L&UDERH&LE — A fed-

-*-&l‘ﬂ] judge on Friday denied a re-
quest from a coalition of environ-
.mm.ullm 10 slop a contraversial
3.6 million beach-widening project

i Boca Raton.
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llows the city to ) wid-
en a 1.45-mile stretch of beach
along Spanish River Park by 100
teet, The project is expected to take
33 working days and should begin
within two weeks, said Al Malefatto,
4 private attorney who represented
the city.
“We gave the notice to proceed to
the contractor last Friday,” Male-
fatto said. "It was a calculated risk,

 but we couldn't afford to wait much

lunger. We were confident. We falt
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we had a strong case.”

The city said it wants to dredge
sand from offshore and haul it onto
the beach not only to halt erasion,
but to provide storm protection for
coastal roads and buildings. Taxes
rdised by the Boeca Beach Taxing
District, which encompaszes all of
Boca Ratom and some outlying ar-
¢as, and federal and state prants will
pay the cost of the renourishment.

& coalition of 12 environmental
groups, including the Florida chap-
ter of the Sierra Club, the American
Littoral Society and the Florida Au-
dubon Society, filed znit April 30 in
an attempt to block the plan.

Dumping the estimated 980,000
cubic vards of sand onto the beach
would bury a natural reef about 100
yvards offshore that has attracted
large numbers of tropical fish and
made snorkeling one of the area's
largest attractions.

Environmentalists also said the
additional, compacted sand would
bury turtle nests,

As part of the state permitting
process, the city has agreed to scour
the area for turtle nests during the
project and relocate them in safer
areas, The city already has placed
small artificial reefs farther off-
shore, and divers have said they are
attracting fish,

Roettger visited the beach May
31, nearly a week after he heard the
city and environmentalists argue
the issue,

"We did our best to try to stop
this waste of taxpayer money that's
going 1o be blown away with the
first storm,"" Lipman said. “But we
are greatly impressed with the care
and del:bmtlm the judge took in
miking his decision."






