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M BOCA RATON — Members of |

B'mal -‘Terah Congregation saved .
their smagugue Thursday from fi-.
pancial ruin, pledPlng $1 million '
toward the temp es $4 million
debt. -

= NCHB National .Bank had |
threalened to forecloss on the Cons'
servallve synagogue's loan if the-
congregation did not ralse §1 mils-
Jdon by March 1, But.durlng an
- amotional meeting In the temple
sufictuary; about 400 congregants
vowed to lake out loans, give up.
their Iseaell povernment bonds and
stretch thelr finances to ensure the
bullding's future,

' “This [s miraculous,” sald syna-
gogue President Jeffrey Deutoh,
who earlier had sald he was “em-
barrassed to be here on I.ha brink of
fallure,”

S}rnafugue attorney Ken Lip-
fan earlier told the members that

he temple's failure wonld be a
‘disgrace to Judalsm.” He urged
them to pul off buylng a “new
Mercodes, BMW, diamond ring or
yacallon cruise” and donate o the
syna ogue. .

‘ embers approached a mlcro-
phone at the front of the sanctuery
and offered contributions, which
=snged ' from  G-year-old Brian

|L;. ¥z r ,J L
¢ Levy's §20 to $25,000 each from

Ay

more than 10 {amllies,

The synagogue, which moved
from eastern Boca Raton to 8261°
© & W. 18th 5L slx monoths ago, alse
recelved $1,000 from Congregatlon
B'nal Israel, & Belorm synagogue
* in Boca Raton, and $9,000 from the
" Jewlsh Thwlogiuﬂ ~Semlnary In

-Ncw York.*

' The - synagugue has to pay
$45,000 & month for Its mortgage
and has $60,000 a munlh in ox-

ponses

Llpmnn sald the temple will
change {3 management once the
financlal erunch Is resolved, Com-
muull:.' business leaderg will run

the synagogue's finances, while an
intensive campaign will be started
to attract new members,

Member Larry Juran told the
congregation he was torn belween:
donating to Sovlet Jewry and his
synagogue. “But I firmly believe
there is enpugh generosity in this
community 10 do both,” he sald,
and pledged $2,500,

Member Joseph Katz sald the .
members were somber as they en-
tered the sanctuary. Bul hearing
thelr fellow members' willingnesy
to donate, the mood changed io
pride, he caid. :

"Tonight we saw Jews sland up
and take responsibility,” he said.





