One, of the decorations in Congregation B'Nai Torah is a mural made partially with imported marble.
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Staff Writer

The B'Mai Torah congrega-
tion gambled that its posh new
temple in suburban Boca Ra-
ton would aftract mew mem-
bers and donations, which in
turn would pay for the build-
ing and its 10-acre plot.

The gamble has failed —
and the . congregation must
now raise 51 million in two
weeks or lose the bullding at
G261 SW 18th St. If the Con-
servative Jewish congregation
't raise that money, it

could even disband.

“I*ve never heard of a bank
calling on a house of worship.
It's. unheard of,”” Sam
Lender, a B'Nai Torah board
member, said of NCNB Bank
and the $4.5 million mortgage
the 500-member congregation
is scrambling to pay. It sill
owes $4 million.

NCNB has informed the
congregation that it is in de-
fault, and an emérgency meet-
ing of congregation members
has been called for. 7:30 p.m,
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Thmc{:ay to address the crisis,

“We're hoping people will bring their check-
hooks, ™ said Ken Lipman, attorney for the cOngre-
gation. The board is asking cach family to donate
at least $2,500 apiece to save the synagogue,

Lipman said board members feel the well-to-do
membership is more than capable of raising the
money but complacency set in toward supporting

temple.

"W were banking on larger contributions from
Our members," Lipman said. “‘That's been the
unpleasant surprise,”’

Competition among several Jewish charities, in-
cluding the South County Jewish Federation and
-many others benefitting Israel, has diluted the pool
of potential donations, Lipman said.

A paragraph from a strongly worded letter
mlﬂﬂf 1o members Friday read:

“While during our High Holy Days we have a
parking lot full of expensive automobiles, and a
congregation living in some of the wealthiest com-
munities in the United States ... donations from
our congregation are embarrassingly and substanti-
ally less than other Jewish and, indeed, Christian
mmﬁgmium receive from far less wealthy mem-

- Other Jewish congregations have expressed sym-
pathy to B'Nal Torah,

Temple Beth El's Rabbi Merle Singer said his
temple would do “anything and everything' to
p B'Nai Torah resolve its problems. Rabbi Sam
of Temple Sinai in Delray Beach urged unaf-

Jews to consider joining and bolstering

'Nai Torah.
.._?I:néﬂplannh:lg to make a small donation my-
ver said,

pmian said the board may consider a
from its own members as an indi-
- want to continue, Lender is opti-
't be the case,
WENe warked too hard for this," Lender said,
¥es, we overbuilt, with the future in mind.”
W building has a capacity of 1,600, more
| three times its m,;;nm membership.
€ congre s based for years at a temple on
Hnuc in Boca Raton, moved to
er.

 either expand at our old location, where
L o r?'ﬁm. or take the plunge elsewhere,"

facility has a Hebrew School and ban-
% and includes a sanctuary made in
miarhle imrrtnd fram Jerusalem,

ik should have known it would take us
€ squarcd away," Lender said.

 Officials would not comment.

tregation will be able to operate until the
month, since 50 families who guaranteed
ﬁx loan contributed an additional

dperations account seized by the

i
) per year in dues and a special



