old wmple
must raise
$1 million

By LOIS KAPLAN i
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BOCA RATON — The B'nai Torah ccngrugah 3
must raise $1 million in the next two weeks or face {
dissolution,  directors say in a desperate plea f i
MOney. i3
In letters mailed to members F Friday, dLrecturs say | ]
the money is needed for operating expenses and to - |
make ps yments on a $4.5 million loan. They are asking -
members to donate at least $2,500 per family to save | 1
the synagogue.

. NCNE National Bank told the leadershlp Jast : q
mnnl;h that the temple was in default on its payments ~ |
on the new synagogue at 6261 S.W. 18th St., said Ken '
Lipmapn, the synagogue attorney and board member.

If the money is not raised, the leadership will “take |
it as a sign thal the congregation doesn't want tl;-‘»,
parlicipate in the future of the s:fnagogue," Ltpman q
said.

In the letter, four directors, lnf_hldmg Lipman
chastised members for refusmg to centribute their |
:share ‘of the synagogue's expenses. The synagogue - |
owes about $4 million to the bank, - ]
f YWhile during our High Holy Days we have a 33
¢ parking ot full. of expensive automobiles, and+a ,~
congregation living in some of the wealthiest commu- ©
nitiez in the United States, the per capita. donations '
from our congregation are embarrassinglyland sub-
stantially less than other Jewish and, indeed, Christian
congregations receive from far iess wealthy mem-
bers,” they wrote.

Synagogue President Jeffrey DLntch said the letter .
whad to be worded strongly to grab congregants' |
cattention. “The burden falls on the membership,” ha i
said, “We're sure the membersg will be there for us.""

,Fifty: congrepants ‘' who each had’ guaranteud g
\ $25 000 against the loan met Jan. 21 and Lnnlributed
. an additional §70,000, freeing an operations’ account -
i seized by the bank and allowing the s_',.rnagugue m meet .

its expenses through February. ; ;
FFor dues, the 15-year-old congregation asks mem-
ber farmhes for 8730 a year plus §2,000 over three |
¢ wears to'pay for the new huilding.

The congregation moved from eastern Boca Raton
to its new quarters between Military Trail and Power- |
line Road in September. The building has a chapel,
banguel facilities, a Hebrew school, ‘a’ gift shop,
administrat ve offices, a terrace and a sanctoary
made in part from marble that came from a, quarrv
outside Jerusalem.

Board member Sam Lender said the synagogue iz
elaborate. “We knew we were going to overbuild, but |
we were building for tomorrow,” he said, The I-eadur-_
ship anticipated a surge of new members when the

community saw the beauty of the new building, hE '
wald



