U.S., Israel
stand up
against evil

As the world awaits the

Israell response to the lat-
est Iragi missile attack,
American Jews once again
find themselves touched by
ambivalence.

We are sensitive to our na-
tion’s desire to maintain the
anti-Iraq coalition. Yet every
emotional fiber calls for
Israel to strike back.

The real issue is the
longer-term lessons we may
take from these tragic
events,

The first is that many of
the old ambivalences toward
[sraeli hard-line policy will
fade in the minds of fair-
minded persons, Demands
for a **Palestinian home-
land™ seem quaint and tragi-
comic in the face of the
certainty that poison gas
would be raining on Israel
today had it succumbed to
demands it create an enemy
state on its own doorstep,

Second, the willingness to
fight and die to oppose evil
and maintain democracy is a
great historical tradition for
America, For Israel, this
principle is not merely
tradition, but a matter of
survival. As long as these
truths remain a reality, the
interests of Israel and the
United States will remain
bound to the other, forever.[|
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