“A Wounded Congregation’
Beth Ami lets its rabbi go.
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Schwartz aaidl, reguiires the board
Lo give him a six-month notifics-
tion i il intended not to renew
The rabbi claima he ghould re-
celve compensation for that perd
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The synegogus bosrd contends
it didn’t offer a verbal contract
and it doesn't owe the rabbi any
muoney, seid Kenneth Lipman, an
attorney representing the -
gogue,

“Thore was no oontraet made,
said Mr, Lipmean. “Hewever, out
of respei] foF i and apprecia-
tiiom for his service, it mode wliat
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erous severance offer, Babb
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Mr; Lipman declined to discus
the terme of the affer, but Rabbi
Schwartz sald the package is ac-
ceptable i1l is glven fn one sum,
rather than spreading it over six
months as the board offered,

Rabbi Sehwartz, who hag no
immecdinte professional plans,
said he has recetved suppart from
congregants, who were nol con-
stilted by the board during the de-
cision-malking process,

"When the board decided there
was a nead tn ramode] the sanc-
tuary, they brought it to the mem-
bership at-large," said congregant
[vam Renis, a former hoard mems
ber, *When the board decided
there was an Interest in egaliiae-
1an services they brought it to the
membership af-large. When the
board decided they didn't want
have the services of the rabhi,
they did it without eonsulting the
enfigregation,”

But Saral Sandler, a board
member, said the board decided
that “everything should remain
aia very uph level o that ne-
body would bhe hurt in the
process.”

The board's decision, however,
ciitsed & vifl in the congrepation,
Rabbi Schwarts said. *It's =
wotnded congregation and a sad
situation: It eontld™ve all been re-
enlved eqsily, Unfor unately, ton
MUny peopie in that SYNAEOELE
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