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Lawyer Lipman collects big bucks in Seminole lawsuit win

Although last year was an excit-
ing one for Bocd Raton attorney
Ken Lipman - he was local
counsel for George Bush and
Bick Cheney in the federal
Florida election case in Miami —
this year has proven paricularty
rewanding for him. In January, he
wan the biggest civil case in
South Florida, representing
Prudential Insorance in a $15 bil-
lion case agalnst Jack Scarola.
Last week, he won what was
arsuably the bigsest federal crim-
Inal trial of the vear — litigation
involving the Seminole Indians.

Democratic 1.5, Rep. Robert
Wexder of Boca Raton has been
named an assistant Demooeritic
House whip for the 108th
Congress.

Palm Beach Connty Commis-
sioner Burt Aaronson of West
Boca will apen his campaign
account. in Janvary for 4 fourth
term.

With a war chest of $1.8 mil-
llon, Republican U.S: Rep. Mark
Foley may rmun for the LS. Senate
in 2004, whether or oot
Democratic U.S, S¢n. Bob
Graham relires or secks higher
affice. It also helps Foley that
Republican US, Sem Trenl Lotl
resigned as majority leader. I
Graham does move on,
Democratio 1.5, Rep. Peter
Deutsch has his eye on the seal

It seems at this point that
Graham is moving up — to presi-
dent, iT he can. He has
annpunced hes considering a rum
for the pation’s Lop office, putting
him in the pack with front-run-
ners Johin Kerry. Joe
Lieberman and John Edwards,

Larry Casey, who ran
Republican U5, Rep. Clay Shaw's
successiul re-election campaign,
will be heading up Shaw’s West
Palm Beach office.

Speaking of GOP elections,
theres talk that the Broward
County partys former chalrman,
Ed Pozzuoli. might be drafted 1o
run for chairman of the state
party. So [ar, none of the poten-
tial contenders to replace Al
Cardenas are from South
Florida.

Broward County is looking Lo
make the supervisor of elections
an appointed ofice due to the
fascos surmounding elections
chief Miriam (Miphant.

Congress created a monumen-
tal acrew-up that was just discoy-
ered when members adjourned
for the holldays without re-autho-
rizing the national Aood-insur-
ance program. South Florida
homebuyers trying Lo close after
Jan. 1 could be stvmied, because
lenders require Aood insurance

hefore grimting a morizage loan.
NMost of South Forida = in a des-
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ignated flood zone, and the only
Insurer is the lederal insuranee
program. Lenders are working
with the Feds to improvise stop-
gap solutions until Congress fxes
the problem.

Some businesses take the holi-
diy seazon seriously and by 1o
glve back to the commumnity. So it
was a8 this Ume of the year
approached when the Radisson
ehves made possible a Bridge
Christmas for & Deleay Beach
family in need. The stalf at the
Radis=son Bridze Resort donated
money from theie own pockets to
buy four bicycles, o lighted
Christmas tree, toys for four boys
and food for Christings dinner for
the family, Also several boxes of
food and tovs were donated to the

Caring Kitchen In Delray Beach,
to help families in distress that
walk in on Christmas with no
tovs or food for their family.
Boca Raton residents Barry and
Carole Kaye have donated $1
million to the United Way

Boltled-water suppliers hit the
jackpot this month when Bocas
water supply was reported to be
contaminated. Boca Is very big on
bottled waler — especially the
very trendy imported brands —
and the alert sent sales of bottled
water skvmockeling. The Boca
Resort & Club snapped up
40,000 bottles for its guests and
food-service operations, and the
arcas 11 Publix stores diverted
thousands of bottles to fill the
ovierwhelming demand. Also rid-
ing to the rescue during the boll-
water alert was Agua Maestm, a
new gourmel bottled water ser-
vice, featuring dozens of import-
ed European brands delivered by
white-gloved drivers,

Boca Raton’s Son Capital
Health Care has stepped forwand
to save several health-care
providers and hospitals from
poing down the lubes. Sun
Capital finances health care
through the purchase of discount
receivables and has rescued
many providers when their main
account=-receiviable buyer,
MNational Century Financial. went

bellv-up In a bifllon-dollar
aeeounting scandal,

Flick pic of the week:
“Chicago.” previewed Monday
night al the Muvien Palace, It
apens exclosively e, 27 in
Palm Beach and Browand coun-
ties at the Sunrise 11 Pine
Island. It will apen in Boca In
January.

Lawyer bashers ame reporting
another class-action rip-off by the
legal profession. [awvers sued
Western Unfon for failing to dis-
close favorable exchange rates
hetween e peso and doliar
when millions of Hispanio
migrants wired money home 1o
Mexico and Latin Ameries during
a 12-vear period. Western Union
seltled the $375 million suit, and
it wias 1o be paid with discount
coupons to be used for foture
services, The lawyers received
£10 million In cash. Critics called
the deal a disgrace.

Happy annlversary today (o
Joanme, the best wile and moth-
&r in the world. and best wishes
for a happy, healthy and prosper-
ous New Year to all readers and
thelr families.

Barry R. Epsivin, APR, &5 the president of
BTy, eprtein aesooiates inc., o pablic rel-
ripis, marketing and political consulting firm
brwyed it Boon Raton. [tems for the column
may b cemaifed 1o pripublicredotine ni o
ferxed e 45 1-0000.



