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Lifelong friend expresses shock,
disbelief over Boca shooting deaths

T just still can’t believe he would do
that. That's just not the way he was’

By STEPRANIE SuaTen
HTAFF WHITER

Growing up, Charles Thomas
OIL was a biz, strong kid who
would often stiek up for those
smaller than him.

“He was jost ke my big brolh-
er,” sail Steve Bricgs of Boca
Raton, “He taught me how to
snorkel, and
Wi played
basehall and
salftbhall
together.”

Onr, 55, and
Briggs, Ad,
both attended B8
the same ele-
mentary  and
middle
schools, going
their separate
ways in high school, OW went o
Seacrest  High School,  amd
Briges attended St Andrews,

Bul through the vears, the wo
remained close triends — spend-
ing time together at family cele-
brations and talking periodical-
Iy.

Soe when  wpews  hroke
Wednesday morning that O, a
retirgd Boca Raton fivelighter,
had shot his slster to death in a
law office during a dispule over
the sale of their deceased par-
ents’ home. then drove o the
hoine on the Northeast Thind
Street and fatally shot himself,
Briggs said he was In complete
shook.

*l knew there were problems

with the handiing of the estate
because he had told me that"
Briggs said., I Just stlll can't
believe he would do that. That's
just nob the way he was,”

Ope wife, Garol Ou, a Delta
Airlings Miaht altendant,
remained in seclusion Thursday
after witnesging the shooting at
10:26 a.m, Wednesday ln a law
office at the Mellon Mellon
United National Bank Buollding,
1801 N. Military Teail.

Police sald OW used a . 38-cal-
iber hanidgun o shool his sisler,
Margrel O Jones, 53, muliiple
times before a mediation ses-

slon In the law office of
Hodzeson Russ,
Jones, of 2342 S.E. Avalon

Road in Port St. Lucie, died a
the scene, Oit, of 641 NE
Harbor Drive, fed the building
and police followed him to the
driveway of hiz parents’ home,
366 N.E. Third 5L, where he
shot himsell in the chest. OL
was pronounced dead at Delray
Medical Center at 12:30 p.m.
"They're obviously =till in a
state of shock and griel strick-
en.” said Kenneth Lipman. {arol
Dvs attorney. “She s1ll has
many quéstions, but theres no
new nformation thal we know

Jol"

Mo funeral arrangements had
heen made of as Thorsday nlght,
As Investigators continue Lo
piece together what led to the
fatal Teud, a tape of the 9114

telephone call echo with the
sound of the last shot Nired;

911 pperator: Hello

Woman: Hi, Um in the olfice at
(Inaudible), Theres been a
shpoting. {The sound of a gun-
shot can be heard in the back-
ground, )

911 operator; Where, exactly,
ma‘am?

Woman (breathing heavily as if

panicked, her voice shaky):
Gorner of Militacy Trail and N,W,
19th Steeet, vighf across from
Kings, in the Mellon Bank
Bullding.

911 operatar: DR, has anyone
been shot”

Woman: I'm nol sure what the
aituation s I'm at the reception
desk and they're in the meeting
raom. bul I've been Lold several
times o call 911 immediataly,

811 operator: OK, you didn’t
have a visual on whal was going
on?

Woman: 1 did not. (She vells 10
gomoeone in the background,
asking. “lg  there someone
hurt?" A person in the back-
ground answers, "Yes.”  The
woman Letls 911, “"There's some-
one hleeding.”)

911 oporator: Theres some-
Qe shat?

Womann: Yes,

Calm had retarned to the bank
bullding Thursday, but there
was still tension o the office. A
male receptionist told A Boca
Raton News reporler Thursday
that - all questions were being
relerred to bank  exeoutive
Robert Conklin In the main
office in Bulfalo, MY, A woman
who answered the phone in

Buffalo sald Conklin was not in
the office Thursday alternoon
and no one else could comment
an the situation.

The only thing al the scenc
thal secmed oul of the ominary
was 4 lelevision news trick
park across from the Mellon
Bank building, on the N, 1891h
Hireet side. The law offioe win-
dows looks out o MW 18th
Street.

Court. records show the sib-
lings had been fnvolved o a
yvearlong baitle over their moth-
er Ellen Ow's estate ol at least
a045, 000, The two also [ended
dbont how Lo sell commercial
property al 251 N. Federal
Highway in Boca Eaton., O
wanled a public auction, while
Jones wanted a private sale,

The brother and sister were
oprderad on Jan,. 28 o a media-
lion session Lo selde the law-
sult, Il was to have taken plage
In West Palm Beach last week,
but was rescheduoled for the
Boca Raton law office of Larry
Corman, Oits attorney, court
records show,

A Tather o one son, O was
very involved In working with
kids in the coaching capacity,
Briges vemembered. He was
also a member of the Pioneer
Club of Boca Raton, an organi-
gatlan open o all peaple who
were residents of the city prior
10 19549,

“He always gave a lob of him-
sell,” Bripes sald, “Thats why
all of this is Just a shook to me."”

Stalt” writer Dale King con-
teiboted Lo this slopy,



