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(in Tuesday, Shore testified
that Billie saw the Internet as a
potential source of at least $700
million over three years and a
way to cement his position as
the undisputed savior of the
2,500-member nation. But
Shoresaid he and other tribal
elders worried that the gaming
was illegal and could jeopar-
dize existing casino operations
spread throughout the state,

Much of the evidence isn't in
dispute, Cox transferred $2.7
million from a tribal invesi-
ment account into personal
and business accounts con-
trolled by him, Wisher and
Crumpton, Wisher's son-in-
law. The money was trans-
ferred to banks in Hollywoaod,
Belize and Nicaragos, where
the tribe has extensive busi-
ness interests,

Prosecutors contend the
men simply stole the money
and created phony companies,
including one called Virtual
Data, ta hide their actions,

Their extreme efforts to cover
their tracks prove their guilt,
Aasistant U.S, Attorneys Rose
Rodriguez and Ed Stamm said.

Lawyers for the men con-
cede they created fake invoices
to fend off the tribe’s auditors.
But they insist Billie approved
everything, Much of Tuesday's
testimony focused on the
tribe's business practices and
undercut several of the prose-
cution's prime arguments.

The biggest blow to prosecu-
tors came when attorneys Ken
Lipman and Bruce Zimet pro-
duced documents showing that
as much as $350,000 of Semi-
nole money was transferred (o
a private account controlled by
Garris in 1996. She testified the
money was used to pay for
Seminole festivities in Atlanta
during the Olympics,

Mo one contends Garris did
anything wrong. But defense
lawyers used the transactions
to show il's nof unusual for the
tribe to put money in private
aceounts of senior employees
and use them 1o ran operd-
tions, The same Lthing hap-
pened inBelize with Cox and



Wisherat the direction of Bil-
lie, the lawyers said.





