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Trlbe leader:

[ approved
all spending



Gaming costs

authorized,
he testifies

BY JOHN HOLLAND
STAFFWRITER

Seminole Chairman James
Billie testified Monday that he
authorized every penny spent
by three men accused of
swindling the tribe and or-
dered themto guietly set up
an Internst paming operation
inCentral America,

Billie's testimony, coming
without immunity from fu-
lure prosecution, contradicts
nearly every piece of evi-
dence put forth by federal
prosecutors during the two-
week trial, It apparently dam-
agesthe embezzlement case
against former tribe Gpera-
tions Director Tim Cox and
two other men, already weak-
ened by testimony that the
tribe has no rules for how it
spends money,

“Tt was hetler to g0 under
disguise and keep it quiet,”
said Billie, who was suspend-
ed from his job last year but
has not been charged by the
government, "l was prepared
to spendup to 10 million on
Internet gaming because look
at the numbers. When' I saw
we could make so much mon-
ey on this, why wouldn't |
spend that?"

Cox, former tribe comput-
er expert Dan Wisher and
Wisher's son-in-law, Michael
Crumplton, are charged with
conspiring to steal $2.77 mil-
lion from the tribe. According
to prosecutors, Cox diverted
tribal money o a phony cor-
poration in Belize and Nicara-
gud run by Cox, Wisher and
Crumplon,

But Billie, the powerful
chairman whoe ook the Semi-
noles from poverty to a bil-
livn-dollar corporation in 20
vears, 1old jurors the corpora-
tion, ¥irtual Data, was very
real and et up with his mon-
evand approval, Cox's 1999
wire transfer of $1.6 million
toVirtual Data, which prose-
cutors called theft, was seed
money for the gaming busi-
ness, which a consultant said
could generate £740 million
in its first three years, Billie
said,

Billie signed a letter autho-
rizing the transfer and two
others, he testified Monday in
Fort Lauderdale federal
COLLT,

DidMr, Cox, Mr. Wisher
and Mr. Crumpton steal any
money from the tribe?" de-
fense attorney Ken Lipman
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asked,

*MNo, they didn't. That's the
sorry thing about all of this,
because they didn’t doit,” Bil-
lie testified.

Defense attorneys argue
their clients ware simply fol-
lowing the orders of their suc-
cessful boss, who has rankled
many in the Seminole com-
munity with his powerful per-
sonality and parceived arro-
gance. They said Assistant
.S Attorney Ed Stamm has
been misleading jurorswith
claims that the men never set
up an Inlemet gaming opera-
tion er spent any of the mon-
ey on legitimate operations

So far, defense lawyers
have produced checks show-
ing more than §1 million was
spent on furniture fora hotel
inNicarapua partially owned
by the tribe, computer equip-
ment for the gaming opera-
tion, technical support and
even payouts to players who
won money gambling on the
[nternet site.

All of il wasdone in seoret,
Billie said, because he hud so
muchapposition tohis plan,

Billie also approved loans
totaling $80,000 to Cox, who
ismarried 1o 4 Seminole tribe
member,

Prosecutors said he stole
the money. Cox needed the
money because he and his
wife, Amy, were adding onto
their home so they could be-
come fuster parents to seversal
abused children and needed
to get state approval, accord-
ingtatestimony.

"Did you expect him to pay
the $30,000 back?" Lipman
asked

"He always did in the past,”
Billie responded.

John Holland can be
reached ab thollandGnsin-
sentinel.com or
054-385-790%,
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