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Carla learned her lesson
but Tony shouldn't
just drive away

Corla Coleman, Florida Atlantic Tiniversitys former fund-raising
head, has hiad her onee respectoble name deageed through the mud
in the media. been booked and charged with o felony and lost her
S185.000-a-year fob, Although she pleaded 1o o lesser charge and
will sepve & year of probation rather than face jall Ume. [ts sulfl-
clent o say Coleman learned her lesson,

She bhad a good-Intentloncd Idea 0 reward her [ormer boss, ex-
FAU President Anthony “Tony” Cotanese, with a red Gorvetle a8 a
going away present, bul the way she did It stank ke row Bsh.
Uisiog the nop-profit FAL Foundatlon's relationship with an interior
design (irm to conduct an onder-the-table $42, 000 payvment is frre-
sponsible conduct. for an official chavged with overseeing donatoed
money and a oriminal abuse of power. She even wrole the cheok
biefore the foundation ralsed the funds to pay for i1, meaning & por-
tion of the payment came from general funds ool donated for
Calaneses wheels,

Someone who's smart enough to ralse milllons should have more
senge Lhan that,

While some of her detractors might like 1o see ler o Jail,
Coleman didn't benefit from her scheme = ke Cataneso did. The
damage 1o her feputation s olveady embarrassment enongh and
something anyone who'd Hke 1o hive her would likely consiider,

Catanese 18 the one who's raced off seoti-lree.

The man who lurned FAL from a no-name school into the rapldly
growlng regional nstiiution It 18 teday, hos been hiding o bis ory
tower at the Florkda Instiute of Technology, a peivate university n
Melbourne, Investigators baven't found enough evidence 1o charge
b, but s hard to imagine that Catapese didn't smel something
finny when Coleman told him of the deal,

Perhaps hig deal for o gleek Corvelte - ke the astronauls drive
~ glouded his judement,

Catanese returned the 342,000, but only after the news ol
maie the rounds and the investigation was practically ot his door,
He still has the car and o high-paying job. And while e spent his
days at FAL mixing in publie circles to promole the university, labe-
Iy hes been mone Hke the hermil of Melbourne, He also hasn't
shown up at EALL

Catanese lncked out when Coleman pleaded, because e lawyers
won't gel the opporiunity to geill bim on the stand. Coleman®s atbor-
ney sald he would have loved the opportunlly, saving aboul
Calaneses meatment of his cllent: “He threw ber under the bus at
hig first opportunity.”

If there were any Justloe in this, Catanese would be joining the
punighed Coleman instead of driving a red Corvette,




