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Alawyer for former Florida
Atlantie University President
Anthony Catanese, alleged to
have accepted $42,000 from
FAU Foundation leaders to buy
a red Corvette, now says he
neverconfirmed that his client
accepted the parting gift from
the school's fund-raising arm.
On Wednesday, Phillip
Nohrrtold the South Florida
Sun-Sentinel: “What we un-
derstand [is]: A vole was taken
to authorize a gilt and a pay-
ment to Dr. Catanese . .. It's
my understanding thal the
foundation wanted (o express
their thanks for all the years of
hard work and the job that Dr.
Catanese did, and they decided
todo that.”
On Fr-
day, MNohrr
gaid it is up
to the foun-
dation to de-
seribe its ac-
tions
regarding
Calanese’s
departure
since itisthe
Catanese targel of an
inquiry.
Reports of Catanese receiv-
ing cash from the foundation
for the Corvette prompted FAU
officials to lock foundation of-
ficpe last weel and start an in-
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vestigation that involves cam-
pus police and the Florida
Department of Law Enforce-
ment,

Foundalion officials Friday
repeated their contention thal
the foundation never approved
any gift to Catanese,

*There was positively no au-
thorization” for a car or cash to
buy one, said FAU Foundation
Vice Chairman Herbert Gimel-
stoh.

FDLE [nvestigators have
been questioning people al
FAU, said George Zoley, FAU
trustee chairman.

It's not a full-blown investi-
gation but just “a preliminary
inquiry into matters surround-
ing the red Corvette” said
FDLE Miami office spokes-
woman Paige Patlerson-
Hughes. That review will help
determine if there was a crimi-
nal act, she =aid,

Zoley said that 20 of the 28
employees barred from their
offices should be allowed back

! towork Monday. They are re-

§ tarning, he said, because they

i are not physically in the way of
investigative worl.

L As for those who have not
Eyet been allowed to return, in-

uding foundation Executive
ar Carla Coleman, “that
ol imply they arein any
\ Zoley sald,

Mohrr said neither he nor
Catanese has bean cantacted
by investigators, Coleman has
ot been questioned by police

B - fa Coleman is confident

that when the investigation is
there will be a deter-

* mination she did absolute

1
nothing wrong,” Lipman m:{
“And anything she did doin re-
lation to this matter was done
with the knowledge of others."

Neil Santaniello can be
reached at nsantaniello
rwsun-sentinel.comor
561-243-6625,




