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Writer says
money used to
attend festival

BY NEIL SANTANIEILO
STAFFPWRITER

With police already investi-
gating fund raising at Florida Af-
lantic University, more allega-

tions of misspentdonor dollars
have surfaced, spurring an in-
quiry from FAU'S inspector gen-
eral

An anonymous letter purpoit-
ing to come from business col-
lege faculty and distributed to
the state Board of Governors,
claims that a trio of top officials
improperly tapped into universi-
ty gift money to attend the
Cannes Film Feslivalin France

for “research.”

But while a current investiga-
tion into whether the FAU Foun-
dation funneled money for a
new Corvette to former FAU
President Anthony Catanese has
sent principals running for ator-
neys, those at the center of the
new charges say they immedi-
ately asked the school’s internal
affairs investigator to look inta
them.

The accused — FAL trustee
Chaitman George Zoley, Gener-
al Counsel Ondina Felipe and
Business College Dean Bruce
Mallen—contend they did noth-
ing wrong and have nothingto
hide.

“This looks like a smear (a¢-
tic,” said Zoley by telephone
from London on Wednesday.

The letter, which came to light
Friday and begins *Florida At-

lantic University is being de-

" underscores continued
political turmoil on the FAU
CAMmMpUS,

It comes as former LT. Gov.
Frank Brogan lakes over as
president and raises more ques-
lions about FAU'S reputation for
handling university gift-giving,
Also, it follows closely the open-
ing of a Florida Department of
Law Enforcement investigation

intowhether the FALU Foun
tion, a money-raising operati
steered $42 000 to Catanes:
purchase a sports Car as a p
ing gift, The FDLE has assigr
three investigators to the case

The latest contribution ¢
troversy has a Hollywood ¢
ment, foo.

Mallen is a former Hollywx
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producer-turned-business-
school-dean with impressive
mation picture industry con-
nections and a doctorate. He
also was one of the three final-
ists for FAU president before
Brogan entered the picture and
won the $290,000-a-year job.

The letter causing the fur-
moil zeros in on major dona-
tions — $3 million to date —
given tothe College of Business
by Rexall Sundown vitamin
and health company founder
Carl DeSantis.

DeSantis donated $2 million
in 1997 for a Center for Motion
Picture Industry Studies, which
teaches the economics of film-
making, and another $1 million
in 1999 to construct a pavilion
at the university.

The letter accuses the three
officials of dipping into the De-
Santis money for at least three
vears to take personal trips,
specifically to Cannes, at a cost
of $60,000 to $80,000.

Mallen, also vice chairman of
the Fort Lauderdale Film Festi-
val, called the letter “beyond
wrong, ludicrous, specions.”

“Everyane on Earth seems to
have received it," he said.

Mallen, who joined FAL sev-
en years ago, said he used De-
Santis donation money to travel

~ the Cannes springtime festival
in 1999 and 2000, Felipe said
the 1999 trip began with a flight
to Spain, where Mallen was in-
vited to lecture at a Madrid

business school with which
FAU has a partnership. Mallen
said the school cavered that
portion of his travel

He said spending from the
DeSantis endowment was in
line with the purpose of that gift
and the center's mission as a
film incdusiry educator and
think tank

“If] didn't go1o Cannes, . . .1
would be derelict in my duties,”
Mallensaid “It'san mcredﬂ:-le
networking opportunity.”

Felipe said she used m-:h!l}r
her own money (o go to Cannes
in 1999 with her husband, Mal-
len and Rob Davis, a Business
College instructor,

She said she flew there from
Spaintoo, after joining Mallen
on university-related business
at the Madrid university. She
said she handed out diplomas
at & graduation there,

Felipe said the university
gick&d up a bill of less than

2,000 to put her up in a private
home there, she said.

FAL was host of a reception
at the film festival with then-
Florida Secretary of State Kath-
erine Harris and the Fort Lau-
derdale Film Festival, she said.
One purpose of the tripwas to
focus film industry attention on
Florida and to encourage more
movie-making here,

“I really don't know why [it's
an issue now],” Felipe said.
“The timing is strange. ™

Zoley said he traveled to
Cannes in 2000 but recalls pay-
ing the bulk of his film festival
tab — everything, he said, but
meals — ot of his own pocket,

None of the accused said
they knew who generated the
letter. Felipe said when she got
wind of the letter, she immedi-
ately asked FAU Inspector Gen-
eral Morley Barnett to investi-
gate whether she, Zoley or
Mallen did anything wrong.

Zoley said the letter was de-
livered to the state university
system governing board by
John Temple, who preceded
Zoley as chairman of the trust-
ees, Temple said he didn't au-
thor the letter and didn’t know
who might have, but he defend-

ed circulating it to the statewide
board he sits on.

*I'think [they] ought to know
about that," Temple said.

Someuniversity sources say
the letter may be retaliation
against Zoley and other admin-
istrators’ decision to impound
FAU Foundation records to get
to the bottom of stubborn Cor-
vette rumors. That initially
caused 28 people to be sent
homie on paid leave. Among the
eight still barred from retuming
is Carla Coleman, FAU's chief
fund-raiser. Asked about the
letter, Coleman's attorney, Ken-
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“Obviously, thereare inter-
nial fights g on between cer-
tain people in the foundation

mlmheuntvemm' Lipman

Neil Santaniella can be
reached at nsantanieflo&
sun-zentinel.com or
AG1-243-6625.





