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By NANCY lﬁ'ﬂmn

A plea calimt woald have spared
2 Bota Ha' g mln from prison in the
death of isEewsar-ofd stepdayghter
fell apar mgrwmalic fashion Thurs-
day when (& girl's father said he
winis Scoit B nkmhehuuj bars.

*Daal’s ofliguys.” prosecutar Elen
Roberts told¥ I-:nnp-:unnmeysuf-
teer hud dlinggadeh thie girl’s biological
father dunng@break in the hearing.

Wynknoigidd, had walked into
court oxp= Ot plesd gullly rove
hicular ho mtde end 10 be sentenced
10 1) vear: S008t0OnN for fos role s the
May 20015 <ol Samantha Rosales,
who was injgE i.':nr when il collided
with o [reiz i

Witnes ~rtlald police thut Wyn-

Agreement would have spared a Boca
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unraveled v

koop tried to "beal the train" by driv-
ing his Mazdo R¥-H around the cross-
ing gates near the intersechion of
Hidden Valley Boulevard and North
Dixie Higirway, Roberissald. Theten-
tative agreemont had been reached
because there was concern that ajury
woild feel sarry for Wiynkoopand ac-
{juit brim, she said
The girl's father, Gustavo Rosales

man from prison m he death of his
wughter.
vhen the L,IT'| s father l]bILL“ d.

'he deal

Gonealez, initlally approved of the
plea agreement but later revealed his
true wishes upon questioning by Cir-
euit Judge Lucy Chermow Brown
Brown told Gonzalez that Wynkoop
could go free if he goes to trial and a
jury scquiis him

I do anderstand, but . .. what |
really want is that if he's guilty, he
should go o prison,” Gonzalez said.

BULLFTINBDARD 2 » FLORIDA B -

Samanths's mother, Maria Wyn-
koop, then testified thal Gonzalez
hadn't seen their daughter since 2002
and alleged that be has not paid child
support. She said she of the
agreement, teliing Brown that her
husband ralsed Samantha and that
the couple has grieved togelher,

“He taught her the ABCs,” Maria
Wynkoop sald us her hushand began
to cry. “All | onn sayis he really loved
her, There's nothing he wouldn't have
done for Sampantha ™

When given the opporiunity to
guestion Maria Wynkoop, Roberis
quiizzed her on the custody armange-
ment, alleging that Marta Wynkoop
muoved from state to state without in-
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Dads fail to agree on plea deal



Case set for trial on March 5
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forming Goazalez and didn't
even notify him that Samantha
had died.

Brown then announced she
was taking a short break to
mull overthe plea agreement
and review the file.

It was during that 15-minute
break that Roberis asked Gon-
zalex more closely about how
he wanted her to proceed on
the case, Sitting in the front
row of the courtreom, Gonza-
1o go
Lor's

D«efense attorney Kenneth
Lipman, who also spoke with
Gonzalez inan attempf to per-
suade him to have mercy on
Wynkoop, countered with one
year, That offer was swiltly re-
jected.

After consulting with his
wife, Wynkoop then told
Brown he was furning down
the five-yvear deal.

The case is set for trial
March 5.

Thursday's hﬂ.nng ended

" with from
Brown, who nir.l lhﬂ case is
about Wynkoop was

reckless on the day of the
crash. Whether he was a loving
father and allegations of failure
to pay child support are not fac-
tors, she added.

*None of that is really what
this case is nbout,” Brown said.

Outside the courtroom, Lip-
man said he is confident that
Wynkoop will be acquitted and
was surprised by the turn of
cvents that led to the withdraw-
al of the plea agreement.

“We were not expecting thal
by any means,” Lipman said,

Before being cut off by Lip-
man, Wynkoop told reporters
he starfed Angels to the Res-
cue, an organization that
works with abused children. in
hopor of Samantha.

Nancy L. Othdncan be

reached af nothon/Zsun-
sentinel com or 561-228-5502.
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