Stepfather blames hght, gate

thuring opening statements in
Wynkoop's trial on charges of
vehicular homicide and man-
slaughter by culpable negh-
gence. Wynkoop, 42,
hﬁ Mazda RX-8 into the ]:nﬂ:l
of a {reight train af the inter
section of Dixie Highway and
Hidden Boulevard in
Nk kg ureals kTed Sanas
crash ki Saman-
tha Rosales, who was sitting
in the back seat.
“He tried 10 beat that train

sistant State Afttorney Adam
McMichael said in his open-
ing statement, as Wynkoop
continually shook his head
. “She died in the
crish because of what the
defendant did "

ecarlier marriage.

Wynkoop was about {0 ac-
cept a plea deal nearly two
weeks ago that wuukl have

:Hult;}nd "}:rnw in ;H:::n il h:ds
ty. Wynkoop then reject
a new, on-the-spot plea offer
ufﬁwymnmmmnnlfm
- probation. placing his
fate i the hands of a jurs.
On the day of the crash,

E

W‘ was northbound on
South Hi and the
lrmn also was headed north.

Wynkoop lurped left or west
on West ‘Hidden Valley Bour-

the train,” hr:ﬁmd

ing gate was down, it is short
and blocks only a portion of
the intersection
“Hes got less than a sec-
KR e
Lipman

is a mg. and that the
crossing gate should extend to
all lanes when it is down.

The trains

an apparem o cross
the tracks before he gat there.
That contradicts the siory
of the molorist Highes, who
said that Wynkoop had been
at the intersection
irying o get across

the iracks.

Other motorists gave diffes
ing accounts of what they saw
and heard, But those same wit-
nesses agreed on this: They all
knew a train was coming
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